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proclamation raised the point of dictatorship as to principle. And as to
policy: 'The Kentucky legislature would not budge till that proclamation
was modified; and General Anderson telegraphed me that on the news of
General Fremont having actually issued deeds of manumission, a whole
company of our volunteers threw down their arms and disbanded-----
I think to lose Kentucky is nearly the same as to lose the whole game/ With
Kentucky gone, Missouri and Maryland would go. 'These are all against us,
and the job on our hands is too large for us. We would as well consent to
separation at once, including the surrender of this capital/ As to shooting
Missouri farmers caught with guns in their hands, 'our adversaries have the
power, and will certainly exercise it, to shoot as many of our men as we
shoot of theirs. I did not say this in the public letter, because it is a subject
I prefer not to discuss in the hearing of our enemies*.
And it had happened that General Jeff Thompson, Confederate commander
of the First Military District of Missouri, had issued a proclamation to meet
Fremont's, aimouncing "most solemnly* that for every soldier of the State
guard or of the Southern army put to death as ordered by Fremont he would
'hang, draw, and quarter a minion of said Abraham Lincoln*.
The Blairs marked Fremont to be destroyed. Fremont fought back. Mrs.
Fremont joined. Between them all there was 'dirty work at the crossroads*.
Stories appeared in New York, Philadelphia, Chicago newspapers that
Fremont was to be removed from command, that he lived in the style of a
European monarch, that he ordered 500 tons of ice to be used in sherry
cobblers for himself and staff, that vouchers showed $25 Colt revolvers
bought for $35, $20 Enfield rifles bought for $26.50. Congressman
Washbume headed a committee which investigated Fremont's department.
Judges David Davis and Joseph Holt were appointed to direct an audit of
accounts. War Secretary Cameron, with an adjutant general, went person-
ally to St. Louis.
They all found extravagance, mismanagement, blunders, but no specific
outstanding corruption. The total of contracts for food, guns, steamboats,
uniforms, supplies, fortifications, ran to about $12,000,000. Nothing could
be fastened on Fremont. He came through the search with a record for
personal honesty. He let it be told that Frank Blair had asked him to give a
contract for 40,000 uniforms to a friend of Blair and he had refused. He threw
Blair into jail, let him go, arrested him a second time, and let him go. He
suppressed the St. Louis News.
Of a White House caller about this time Thomas W. Higginson wrote to
his mother. A friend of Fremont came on to smooth things over with the
Government and talked till at last the President turned on him, saying: 'Sir,
I believe General Fremont to be a thoroughly honest mart, but he has unfor-